A   WAP  ELECTION
some note has been struck that brings back from them a
response from the depths.'
In these significant words Baldwin confesses that his action
wounded the deepest feelings of his countrymen where they
are most sensitive- -their conscience and their honour. His
words are an indictment of himself, and no indictment could
be more justified.
It was a memorable occasion in the House of Commons when
Sir Samuel JHoare made his speech of personal explanation
on his resignation from the Government. The sympathy of
the whole House was with him, as it was recognized that he
was merely a scapegoat for the Government By all the canons
of justice and fairness Baldwin, MacDonalcl, and the Cabinet
ought to have stood by their colleague and resigned with him.
After all, the head and front of his offending was in proposing
a scheme which had the authority and was the joint respon-
sibility of the Cabinet. Sir Samuel I loare's speech is important,
however, for an admission of grave significance. Speaking of
the oil sanctions, he said :
* It seemed clear that, supposing an oil embargo were to
be imposed, and that the non-member States took an effec-
tive part in it, the oil embargo might have such an effect
upon hostilities as to force their termination.'
Jhus at last, in a few words, the truth came out, It was
revealed that in defiance of all their pledges, the British Govern-
ment were secretly favouring Italy as against Abyssinia, and
were determined that the oil sanction must not be imposed
as it might bring the war to an end. The people, in their
innocence, had thought that was the one and only reason for
imposing it.
The British Government were determined not to take any
action that might prevent Mussolini winning the war in
Abyssinia. As they had been when Japan first invaded China
in 1933, they were definitely on the side of the aggressor and
for the same reason. They recognized that the failure of the
attack on Abyssinia would have immediate repercussions. If
Mussolini suffered a defeat his prestige in Italy would be
ruined* Conditions in that country were such that a revolt
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